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This event is for teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 

GCSE Business specification.

In this session the facilitator will mark a past paper live during 

the event, demonstrating how to accurately apply the mark 

scheme, giving hints and tips on each question type as they 

do so.

Welcome to this Professional Development Course
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In this session we are going to cover:

• Live marking of past paper

• Q&A

Agenda



Live marking of past paper



Q1a

1/1 Mark

• The candidate correctly crossed out wrong answer

Q1b

0/1 Mark

• Candidates cannot put more than one mark/cross 

Q1a and Q1b



Q1c

1/3Marks

• Vague comments are included in the answer

• Multiple points are made

Q1d

3/3Marks

• A point is made

• Two development points are made

Q1c and Q1d



Q2a

2/2 Marks

• Correct answers are given

Q2b

2/2 Marks

• Correct answers are given

Q2c

0/2 Marks

• No marks are given for the formula

• The calculation is incorrect, as it the answer

Q2a, Q2b and Q2c



Q2d

2/3 Marks

• Two points are made; only one includes any development 

(one linked strand)

Q2e – 1st response

0/3 Marks

• The candidate offers nothing specific about a franchise

Q2e – 2nd  response

3/3 Marks

• Candidate offers a point with three linked strands (This is 

one more than is needed)

Q2d and 2e



Q3a

1/1 Mark

• Correct answer

Q3b

2/2 Marks

• Correct answer is shown ‘on the line’

• Working out is not needed

Q3a and Q3b 



Q3c

3/3 Marks

• This is a ‘textbook’ answer

• A point is made with two linked strands

Q3d – 1st answer (Candidate provides two advantages)

0/3 Marks

• No advantage is given to ‘business’

• One could see how a marker could easily be seduced into 

giving marks incorrectly!

Q3d – 2nd answer

3/3 Marks

• This answer is related back to business

Q3c and Q3d



5/5 Marks

• The candidate demonstrates good knowledge of branding 

and added value

• They provide four linked strands of development 

across two points

Q3e

Level A01b A03a

L0

L1

L2 x

L3 x



2/2 Marks

• A risk is identified

• The candidate off a linked strand of development

• They provide context through ‘trainers’

Q4a



2/6 Marks

• No application is present in this answer

• The candidate offers two linked strands of development, in 

each paragraph.

Q4b

Level A02 A03a

L0 x

L1

L2 x

L3



Q5a

1/2 Marks

• The correct ‘workings out’ are shown

• The answer is incorrect – the candidate made a 

transposition error or error on their calculator

Q5b

1/2 Marks

• The answer is not given to two decimal places

Q5a and Q5b



6/6 Marks

• Application is present throughout, in both paragraphs

• Three linked strands of development are present in each 

paragraph

Q5c

Level A02 A03a

L0

L1

L2

L3 x x



Q6a – 1st response

0/1 Mark

• No application is present in this answer

Q6a – 2nd response

1/1 Mark

• Application is present through ‘trainers’

Q6b

1/2 Marks

• A valid benefit is given

• The answer contains a linked strand of development, but 

no application

Q6a and Q6b



4/9 Marks

• Good application is present in the first two paragraphs, but 

none is present in the conclusion.

• Two linked strands of development are present in each of 

the first two paragraphs.

• No evaluation is provided – the candidate has merely 

looked at the benefits of option 1 and their conclusion adds 

nothing to the answer.

Q6c

Level A02 A03a A03b

L0 x

L1

L2 x x

L3



Q7a – 1st response

0/1 Mark

• No application is present in the answer

Q7a – 2nd response

1/1 Mark

• Application is shown through ‘gym’

Q7b

1/1 Marks

• Correct answers are provided – the candidate is only 

required to offer the correct answer; there is no need for 

long sentences.

Q7a and Q7b



2/2 Marks

• This answer is far longer than is necessary to attain full 

marks!

• The candidate acquires the full 2-marks in the first half of 

the answer!

Q7c



9/9 Marks

• Good application is present throughout

• At least three linked strands of development are present, in 

each paragraph

• Balance is given in the second paragraph, by looking at a 

drawback of a given option

Q7d



9/9 Marks

• The conclusion provided places value on argument, by 

saying ‘it is vital that the gym differentiates itself from 

rivals’

• Also, the candidate explains what their decision may 

depend on

Q7d

Level A02 A03a A03b

L0

L1

L2

L3 x x x



6/12 Marks

• Some knowledge is demonstrated in this answer

• L1/L2 borderline application is shown: ‘luxuries like going 

to the gym’ and ‘gym member’

• The candidate offers five or more linked strands of 

development across two points

• No evaluation is shown, both paragraphs explain why it's 

important and no counter argument is provided

Q7e



5/12 Marks

• The conclusion adds very little to the answer

Q7e (continued)

Level A01b A02 A03a A03b

L0 x

L1 x

L2

L3 x

x



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.



Q&A



Q&A
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